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Biographical Note:   

 

Henry Yeakely Mabrey was born December 3, 1836, in Randolph County, Indiana. He was the 

son of Cornelius Mabrey III and Mary Yeakley. He was a teacher by trade, but his career was 

interrupted by the Civil War. Henry volunteered as a private in Company B-12th Missouri State 

Militia Cavalry and rose to rank of sergeant. On August 21, 1862, he was transferred to 

Company H of the 31st Missouri Volunteer Infantry and was promoted to 1st Lieutenant. He did 

scouting in Southeast Missouri and took part in the St. Francoisville skirmish on February 24, 

1862, and the skirmish at Greeneville on July 20, 1862. He also spent forty days within range of 

Confederate batteries and sharpshooters at the siege of Vicksburg. Due to chronic illness, he 

resigned from the army and returned home. Once home he married Sarah Jane Green, a widow, 

and together they had six children. 

 

In 1860, Henry was elected commissioner of public schools of Wayne County, Missouri. In 

1878, he was elected superintendent of public schools in Wayne County. He served terms as 

justice of the peace in both Bollinger and Wayne Counties. Other positions included six years as 

public administrator of Wayne County and two four-year terms as probate judge of Wayne 

County. In 1882, Henry became an ordained minister and served as pastor of the Oak Grove 

Baptist church. Henry passed away in 1915.  

 

Henry’s second son was George Mabrey, born in 1871. On February 7, 1897, he married Miss 

Esther J. Bennett and together they had four sons and five daughters. Two of the children died in 

infancy. The surviving children included Henry Frank Mabrey, Georgia Ruth Mabrey, Carlos 

Burton Mabrey, Elizabeth Mabrey, Nell Mabrey, Mary E. Mabrey, and Walter Mabrey. George 

worked as a teacher in the Wayne County public schools for thirty years. He retired in 1943, and 

spent his twilight years living with his daughter Nell and her husband Herb Bangert. George died 

in 1964 at the age of 93. 

 

Arrangement: 

 

The collection has been arranged into the following two series: 

 

Henry  

George  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Henry 

 

This series consists of the letters, diaries and Civil War record of Henry Yeakely Mabrey. The 

records include his Civil War Diary as well as an incident in which Henry shot a man in 1876 in 

a neighborly dispute. They have been arranged in chronological order. 
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George 

 

This series consists of the letters and diaries of George Henry Mabrey. George’s letters include 

family correspondence and photographs of the Mabrey family and cousins. They have been 

arranged chronologically. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-42 Henry 

Box 001 f. 1 Mabrey genealogy, no date 

 f. 2 Henry biography, no date 

 f. 3 Randolph Mabrey account, 1854 

 f. 4 Henry Mabrey military, 1861-1865 

 f. 5 Henry Civil War diary, 1861-1863 

 f. 6 Letter to Sarah Jane from Henry, 1862 

 f. 7 The Soldier to His Mother, no date 

 f. 8 Poem, no date 

 f. 9 “Don’t Lie Children,” no date 

 f. 10 Henry Mabrey teaching certificates, 1866-1881 

 f. 11 Henry Justice of the Peace, 1870 

 f. 12 Trouble with Sam Rhodes, 1876 

 f. 13 Henry diary, 1876 

 f. 14 Elizabeth Williford to Jane Mabrey, 1876 

 f. 15 Henry Mabrey elected Commissioner of Public Schools, 1877 

 f. 16 Henry Public Administrator for Wayne County, 1878 

 f. 17 Henry diary, 1880 

 f. 18 Henry Justice of the Peace, 1881 

 f. 19 Henry and Sarah Jane land deeds, 1882-1902 

 f. 20 Land abstract, 1882 

 f. 21 Walker People’s killing of George Macom, no date 

 f. 22 Grand Army of the Republic reunion, 1887 

 f. 23 Henry school fund bond, 1891 

 f. 24 Nellie Neely to Charles Mabrey, 1892 

 f. 25 Henry elected probate judge, 1894 

 f. 26 Henry diary, 1898 

 f. 27 William and Rose Mabrey deed, 1898 

 f. 28 Deed to Nora Kime, sister of Henry, 1900 

 f. 29 Nora Mabrey Kime deed, 1901 

 f. 30 J.P. Mabrey to Henry, 1904 

 f. 31 Henry accounts, no date 

 f. 32 Henry business, no date 

 f. 33 Henry account books, 1906 

 f. 34 Henry diary, 1907 

 f. 35 F.M. Bennett deed, 1907 

 f. 36 Henry diaries, 1907-1912 

 f. 37 Bettie Bennett, 1913 
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 f. 38 Henry to J.B. Hopkins, no date 

 f. 39 Henry and Sarah Golden Wedding Anniversary, 1914 

 f. 40 Sarah Jane Mabrey pension, 1915 

 f. 41 Death of Sarah Jane, 1917 

 f. 42 George and Caroline Wilson letter, no date 

f. 43-69 George 

 f. 43 George Mabrey biography, no date 

 f. 44 George Mabrey teaching certificates, 1895-1916 

 f. 45 George deeds, 1897-1940 

 f. 46 George diary, 1936-1939 

 f. 47 Frederick Bennett, George’s father-in-law, old age pension, 1936 

 f. 48 George diary, 1940 

 f. 49 George diary entry, no date 

 f. 50 George farm agency sale, 1940 

 f. 51 Hazel and Wiel to George, 1949 

 f. 52 W.T. Mabrey to George, 1949 

 f. 53 Mattie to George, 1950 

 f. 54 George’s health, 1955 

 f. 55 Roy Bollinger to George, 1955-1959 

 f. 56 Chandler Kime to George, 1956-1958 

 f. 57 Betty to George, Nell, and Herb, 1956 

 f. 58 Jess to George, 1961 

 f. 59 George letter to children, 1964 

 f. 60 Death of George, 1964 

 f. 61 Poems, 1952-1954 

 f. 62 Barbara Allen song/poem, no date 

 f. 63 Reminiscence to Maggie, no date 

 f. 64 Obituaries, no date 

 f. 65 Newspaper articles, no date 

 f. 66 Greenville poem, no date 

 f. 67 Marie Wilson Maloney reminiscence, no date 

 f. 68 Carl Mabrey scrapbook, no date 

 f. 69 Photographs, no date 

 

Index: 

 

Index Term Folder Image 

Mabrey, Carlos Burton, 1906-1993 68  

Mabrey, George Henry, 1871-1964 43-69 Yes 

Mabrey, Henry Yeakley, 1836-1915 1-42 Yes 

Mabrey, Sarah Jane, 1839-1917 6, 19, 39-41 Yes 

Rhodes, Samuel, 1843-1919 12  

United States—History--Civil War, 1861-1865 2, 4-7  

 


