
 

Tri-State Mining Superfund Site Records 

(SP0019) 
 

Collection Number: SP0019 

 

Collection Title: Tri-State Mining Superfund Site Records 

 

Dates: 1945-2017 

 

Creator: Givone, Shanen 

 

Abstract: The Tri-State Mining Superfund Site records contain the research of Shanen Givone 

into the environmental impact of nuclear contamination and mining in the Joplin area and into 

Kansas. 

 

Collection Size: 1.0 cubic foot 

                            (57 folders) 

 

Language: Collection materials are in English. 

 

Repository: The State Historical Society of Missouri 

 

Restrictions on Access: Collection is open for research.  This collection is available at The State 

Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Springfield. If you would like more information, 

please contact us at springfield@shsmo.org. Collections may be viewed at any research center. 

 

Restrictions on Use: The Donor has given, assigned, and transferred to the Society all 

copyrights, and associated rights the Donor may possess in the materials. 

 

Preferred Citation: [Specific item; box number; folder number] Tri-State Mining Superfund 

Site Records (SP0019); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Springfield 

[after first mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-Springfield]. 

 

Donor Information: The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by 

Shanen Givone on June 15, 2017 (Accession No. SPA0025).   

 

Processed by: Processed by Erin Smither, July 12, 2017 

 

 

https://shsmo.org/about/springfield/
https://shsmo.org/about/springfield/
mailto:springfield@shsmo.org


(SP0019) Tri-State Mining Superfund Site Records                                                              Page 2 

 

Historical Note:   

 

The Spencer Chemical Company operated a site at the Jayhawk Ordnance Works. It was founded 

by Charles Spencer, who also formed an offshoot company from his Pittsburg and Midway Coal 

Mining Company. He formed the company for his son, Kenneth, who had recently graduated as a 

chemical engineer. They named the new company the “Mineral Products Inc.”  Kenneth 

eventually invented a process for separating minerals known as the “differential cone.” Kenneth 

went on to head the Military Chemical Works, Inc., which was located at the Jayhawk Ordnance 

Works. For $1.00 per year, he assumed the title of Defense Contract Coordinator of the Office of 

Production Management for the Tenth Federal Reserve District. Charles Spencer died of a 

mysterious illness after visiting the plant. 

 

Arrangement: 

 

The collection has been arranged in its original order in fifty-seven folders.     

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Tri-State mining Superfund Site Records consist of environmental tests and articles 

pertaining to the history of the Spencer Chemical, Jayhawks Works, Atlas and various other 

companies. The collection is organized in its original order. 

 

Container List: 

 

Box 001 f. 1 Summary of findings, 2017 

 f. 2 Health test results, no date 

 f. 3 Congressional phone call Spencer Chemical, no date 

 f. 4 Spencer Chemical SEC Petition Evaluation Report, 2017 

 f. 5 Jason Kander correspondence, 2017 

 f. 6 Disability application, 2017 

 f. 7 Spencer Chemical employee case statistics, 1992-2005 

 f. 8 Spencer Chemical correspondence and documents, 1957-1982 

 f. 9 Power point presentation, no date 

 f. 10 Spencer Chemical exposure, 1959 

 f. 11 Spencer Chemical correspondence, 1942-1960 

 f. 12 Nuclear energy, 2017 

 f. 13 Nuclear material license, 1962 

 f. 14 Sunshine law request, 2016 

 f. 15 Water quality, no date 

 f. 16 Email to Eric Greitens, 2016 

 f. 17 Environmental sites, no date 

 f. 18 Timeline of exposure, no date 

 f. 19 Mueller vs. Missouri Hazardous Waste Management Committee,  

         1995 

 f. 20 Atlas site, 2017 

 f. 21 Email to Eric Greitens, 2017 
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 f. 22 Court cases, 2012 

 f. 23 Coal combustion handbook, no date 

 f. 24 Residential yard assessment report, 1994 

 f. 25 Environmental report, no date 

 f. 26 Chevron/Jayhawk site, 2015 

 f. 27 Environmental Protection Agency report, 1980 

 f. 28 Notebook notes, no date 

 f. 29 Tiffany Givone records, 1987 

 f. 30 Environmental management report, 1983 

 f. 31 Lenora Mills, 2016 

 f. 32 Water quality, 2016 

 f. 33 Tri-State site radioactive, no date 

 f. 34 Genetic mutations, no date 

 f. 35 Atlas clean up, no date 

 f. 36 United States Geologic Survey Environmental Study, 2009 

 f. 37 Correspondence, 2016 

 f. 38 Spencer Chemical, no date 

 f. 39 General Dynamic, no date 

 f. 40 Correspondence with Attorney General, no date 

 f. 41 Water quality, no date 

 f. 42 Steelworkers, no date 

 f. 43 Eagle Picher, Environmental Protection Agency, 2007 

 f. 44 Toxin Exposure in Tri-State Mining Superfund Site, no date 

 f. 45 Exposure to Trichloroethylene (TCE), no date 

 f. 46 Airborne contamination report, 2000 

 f. 47 Correspondence, 2016 

 f. 48 Pools Prairie Superfund site, 2015 

 f. 49 Circle Mine at Oronogo, no date 

 f. 50 DNA testing, no date 

 f. 51 Radiation tests, no date 

 f. 52 Eagle Picher, no date 

 f. 53 Fenix and Scisson Company, no date 

 f. 54 Cherokee County, Kansas, no date 

 f. 55 Sediment contamination, no date 

 f. 56 Kansas contamination, no date 

 f. 57 Blackberry Hay Farm Lake, no date 

 

Index: 

 

Index Term Folder 

Atlas 20, 35 

Eagle Picher Lead Company 43, 52 

Givone, Shanen 1-57 

Greitens, Eric, 1974- 16, 21 

Kander, Jason, 1981-  5 
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Index Term Folder 

Nuclear energy 12, 13, 51 

Spencer Chemical Company, 1961-1962 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 38 

 


