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Creator: James, Larry 

 

Abstract: The Larry James Collection consists of photographs taken and collected by local 

historian and author Larry James. Photographs in this collection were also taken by freelance 

writer and photographer, Charles Townson Allonby. The books in this collection were written or 

co-written by Larry James and focus on the history of Newton County, Missouri. 

 

Collection Size: 1.5 cubic feet 

       (33 folders, 6 photographs, 239 negatives) 

 

Language: Collection materials are in English.  

 

Repository: The State Historical Society of Missouri 

 

Restrictions on Access: Collection is open for research. This collection is available at The State 

Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Springfield. If you would like more information, 

please contact us at springfield@shsmo.org. Collections may be viewed at any research center. 

 

Restrictions on Use: The Donor has given, assigned, and transferred to the Society all 

copyrights, and associated rights the Donor may possess in the materials. 

 

Preferred Citation: [Specific item; box number; folder number] Larry James Collection 

(SP0038); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Springfield [after first 

mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-Springfield]. 

 

Donor Information: The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by 

Larry James on August 8, 2020 (Accession No. SPA0045). 

 

Related Materials: Additional materials related to the Larry James Collection can be found in 

the following collections:  

 

Charles Allonby Photographs (P0053) 

Larry A. James Photograph Collection (P0240) 

Rocketdyne Photographs (P0981) 

https://shsmo.org/visit/springfield
https://shsmo.org/visit/springfield
mailto:springfield@shsmo.org
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/p0053
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/p0240
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/p0981
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Biographical Note:  

 

Larry James is an author and historian from Neosho, Missouri. He has written several books on 

the history of Missouri towns. Larry is also a representative for the Neosho County Historical 

Society. 

 

Charles Townson Allonby was born April 27, 1896, in Longdale, England. Charles moved to the 

United States in 1900, and had lived in Neosho, Missouri, since 1959. He started his newspaper 

career in the 1920s in Peoria, Illinois, and later became a freelance writer and photographer for 

several area newspapers, including the Springfield News and Leader. Charles had two children, 

Eleanore and Henry Allonby, with his wife, Vivian Maze Allonby. Charles died in Joplin, 

Missouri, on November 15, 1973. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following three series:  

  

Books 

Photographs 

Miscellaneous 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Books 

 

This series consists of books written, co-written, or collected by Larry James. The books contain 

information on the history of Newton and Barry County, Missouri, and the surrounding area. Six 

envelopes and their contents were found on page 150 of Looking Back Over the First Century of 

Seligman, Missouri 1881-1981. The envelopes are addressed to Virginia Smith and contain 

correspondence and greeting cards from 1980 to 1985. The letters have been kept in their 

original order and housed in the same folder as the book. This series is arranged chronologically 

by publication date. 

 

Photographs 

 

This series contains photographs and negatives taken and collected by Larry James and Charles 

Townson Allonby. Much of this series includes negatives. The images consist of towns and 

landmarks in Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and Oklahoma. This series also includes two 

photographs of the first telephone switchboards in Cooper County, Missouri, from 1914, with the 

caption “Alonzo & Elizabeth Harris, Bunceton, Missouri” and “Roderick Malcolm Hays”.  

 

A CD-ROM is also included in this series and contains digital images of Rocketdyne and 

Premier Turbines, rocket engine manufacturing plants located in Neosho, Missouri. Rocketdyne 

was constructed by the U.S. Air Force on April 21, 1956. The images feature rocket engines, 

factory and lab settings, ariel views, employees, and groundbreaking ceremonies during the 

1950s and 1960s. Along with photographs, the CD-ROM contains a digital copy of Spacetown 
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USA, 1956-2006: A Pictorial Look at Aviation and Space History in Neosho, Missouri, co-

written by Larry James. 

 

The Photograph series is arranged by subject and then chronologically. The photographs within 

the Missouri folder are arranged by county and then chronologically. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

This series contains the Cassville, Missouri, newsletter, Roaring River Ripples, dated May 14, 

1937. Also included is the centennial edition of The Crane Chronicle and Stone County News-

Oracle, from May 1951, as well as a booklet from the 1993 Ragtime Festival in Carthage, 

Missouri. The last item in this series is “The Geographically Correct County Map of St. Louis 

Southwestern Railway Lines and Connections”. This series is arranged chronologically. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-25 Books 

Box 001 f. 1 Early Barry County, 1965   

 f. 2 A Reprint of Goodspeed’s 1888 History of Barry County, 1971 

 f. 3 Looking Back Over the First Century of Seligman, Missouri 

1881-1981, 1981 

 f. 4 Dewey Short, Orator of the Ozarks, Vol. 1, 1985 

 f. 5 From Buzzard Glory to Seed Tick, A History of the Schools in 

Newton County, Missouri. Part 1, 1991 

 f. 6 From Buzzard Glory to Seed Tick, A History of the Schools in 

Newton County, Missouri. Part 2, 1992 

 f. 7 But He’s a Hard Worker: Life in Richey, a small village in the 

Missouri Ozarks, 1925-1950, 2008 

 f. 8 Neosho: From Armistice Day to Thomas Hart Benton Day, 2008 

 f. 9 At This Place…A History of the Neosho National Fish Hatchery, 

2009 

 f. 10 “We Gather Together”: A History of Newton County, Missouri, 

Churches. Part 1, 2010 

 f. 11 “We Gather Together”: A History of Newton County, Missouri, 

Churches. Part 2, 2011 

 f. 12 “Earth’s Hidden Treasures”: Mining in Newton County, 

Missouri. Part 1, 2012 

 f. 13 “Earth’s Hidden Treasures”: Mining in Newton County, 

Missouri. Part 2, The Granby Experience, 2013 

 f. 14 Granby, Missouri: The Town that Lead Built, 2014 

 f. 15 Neosho’s Forgotten Past, 2014 

 f. 16 Neosho, Missouri: The Early Years. Part 1, 2015 

 f. 17 Neosho, Missouri: The Early Years. Part 2, 2016 

 f. 18 Diamond, Missouri: Gem City of the Ozarks, 2016 

 f. 19 Crossroads Communities and Villages of Newton County, 

Missouri. The Early Years, Part 1, 2017 

 f. 20 Crossroads Communities and Villages of Newton County, 

Missouri. The Early Years, Part 2, 2018 

 f. 21 Thirst for Knowledge: Historic Context for the 1872 Neosho 

Colored School, 2018 
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 f. 22 Neosho: The Baby Boomer Years. Part 1, 2018 

 f. 23 Neosho: The Baby Boomer Years. Part 2, 2019 

f. 24-32 Photographs 

Box 002 f. 24 Arkansas, 1874-1972 

 f. 25 Illinois, 1965 

 f. 26 Iowa, 1964 

 f. 27 Missouri, Barry-Crawford County, 1958-1966 

 f. 28 Missouri, Jasper-Taney County, 1956-1973 

 f. 29 Oklahoma, 1972 

 f. 30 Rocketdyne, 1956-2006 

 f. 31 Steam Engines. 1955-1965 

 f. 32 Telephones, 1914 

f. 33 Miscellaneous 

 f. 33 1937-1993, no date 

 

Index:  

 

Index Term Folder Image 

Alba (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Alley Spring (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Allonby, Charles Townson, 1896-1973 24-29, 31-32 
 

Arkansas 24 Yes 

Authors, American--Missouri. 1-23, 30 Yes 

Barry County (Mo.) 1-2, 27 Yes 

Books 1-23, 30 Yes 

Bridge--Missouri 27-28 Yes 

Bridges--Arkansas 24 Yes 

Bunceton (Mo.) 32 Yes 

Carthage (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Cassville (Mo.) 27 Yes 

Cemeteries--Arkansas 24 Yes 

Cemeteries--Illinois 25 Yes 

Cooper County (Mo.) 32 Yes 

Crawford County (Mo.) 27 Yes 

Cuba (Mo.) 27 Yes 

Diamond (Mo.) 18 Yes 

Flat Creek (Mo.) 27 Yes 

Granby (Mo.) 13-14 Yes 

Hollister (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Illinois 25 Yes 

Iowa 26 Yes 

James, Larry 1-32 
 

Jasper County (Mo.) 28 Yes 

La Russell (Mo.) 28 Yes 
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Index Term Folder Image 

Lawrence County (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Literature, Missouri 1-23, 30 Yes 

Marionville (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Meramec Basin (Mo.) 27 Yes 

Mills--Arkansas 24 Yes 

Mills--Missouri 27-28 Yes 

Monett (Mo.) 27 Yes 

Mount Vernon (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Neosho (Mo.) 8-9, 15-17 Yes 

Newton County (Mo.) 5-23 Yes 

Oklahoma 29 Yes 

Ozark County (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Pilot Grove (Mo.) 32 Yes 

Purdy (Mo.) 27 Yes 

Rivers--Missouri 27-28 Yes 

Rocket engines--Design and construction 29 Yes 

Rocketdyne (Neosho, Mo.) 29 Yes 

Seligman (Mo.) 3 Yes 

Shannon County (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Short, Dewey, 1898-1979 4 Yes 

Springs--Arkansas 24 Yes 

Springs--Missouri 27-28 Yes 

St. Louis Southwestern Railway Company--Maps 33  

Steam engines 31 Yes 

Stone County (Mo.) 33  

Sycamore (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Taney County (Mo.) 28 Yes 

Telephone switchboard 32 Yes 

United States. Air Force 29  

Verona (Mo.) 28 Yes 

 


