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Biographical Note: 

 

Thirza Smerdon was born June 12, 1877, in England, the daughter of William Smerdon and 

Emily Pitts. She was the final child of six, one of whom died in infancy. Her mother, Emily, died 

in 1878, when Thirza was an infant. Her parents had been married for twelve years. William 

Smerdon and two of his children, John and Thirza, boarded the ship Aurania, and arrived in New 

York, City in September 1894. In the 1900 census they were living in Pierce City, Missouri. 

Thirza married James “Sam” Turner on November 1, 1900. The couple remained in Pierce City 

and by 1910 had three children: Leona, Ralph, and Walter. Thirza cared for her children and 

helped her husband run the family farm. Thirza passed away on October 10, 1958, at the age of 

81. Sam lived eleven more years, passing away on September 18, 1969, at the age of 90. They 

are buried in the Pierce City Cemetery in Pierce City, Missouri.     

 

Arrangement: 

 

The collection has been arranged in chronological order. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Turner Family Papers consist of correspondence between Thirza Smerdon Turner, her 

daughter Leona Turner, and other family and friends. The correspondence covers the time period 

from 1894 when Thirza was living with her family in England to their immigration to the United 

States and settlement in Pierce City, Missouri. The letters of Thirza’s daughter Leona are 

included and cease in 1925. The correspondence describes their personal experiences, 

relationships with neighbors and friends, and activities in which they participated. The papers 

have been organized chronologically. 
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