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Biographical Note:  

 

Gene Taylor was born February 10, 1928, in Sarcoxie, Missouri, to Charles and Lela Taylor. 

After graduating from Sarcoxie High School, he attended Southwest Missouri State University in 

Springfield, Missouri, from 1945 to 1947. Taylor then served in the 108th Cavalry, Missouri 

National Guard from 1948 to 1949. He married Dorothy Wooldridge on July 26, 1947. The 

couple had two children, Linda and Larry Taylor.  

 

In addition to serving as Mayor of Sarcoxie, Missouri, Taylor owned and operated a Ford 

dealership and taught at Jasper County schools for three years. Between 1960 and 1968, Taylor 

served as delegate to Republican National Conventions, as well as delegate to Missouri State 

Republican Conventions. From 1966 to 1972, he was a Republican National Committeeman. On 

November 7, 1972, Taylor was elected to Congress and went on to serve sixteen years in the 

United States House of Representatives.  

 

In 1989, Taylor retired from Congress and on October 27, 1998, he passed away in Springfield, 

Missouri. In 1991, the Gene Taylor Library and Museum opened in Sarcoxie, Missouri. The 

memorabilia depicted Taylor’s sixteen years in Congress, as well as the history of Sarcoxie.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged by subject and then chronologically.  

  

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection contains photographs, a scrapbook, congressional ephemera, and miscellaneous 

materials related to Congressman Gene Taylor and Sarcoxie, Missouri. The photographs 

document Taylor’s time as Congressman in Washington, D.C. In addition to individual 

photographs, there are also two photo albums from 1986 and 1987.  

 

Congressional ephemera consists of two Delegate badges. One badge is from the 1971 Midwest 

Republican Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana, and the second badge is from the 1972 

Republican National Convention in Miami, Florida. Materials related to Sarcoxie, Missouri, 

include post cards, brochures, and a scrapbook with newspaper clippings. Miscellaneous 

materials include a letter to Gene Taylor from the city of Granby, Missouri, a ticket to the 1988 

Republican campaign rally in Springfield, Missouri, and a booklet on the USS Missouri. 

 

Container List: 

 

Box 001 f. 1  Photographs, 1962-1988, no date 

 f. 2  Sarcoxie, Missouri, 2001, no date 

 f. 3 Congressional ephemera, 1971-1972 

 f. 4  Miscellaneous, 1972-1988, no date 

Box 002 v. 1 Photo album, 1986 

 v. 2 Photo album, 1987 

 v. 3 Scrapbook, 1990-1991 

Box 003 Item #1 Painted portrait, 1980 

 

Index:  
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Index Term Folder Medium Image 

Granby (Mo.) 4   

Sarcoxie (Mo.) 2 v. 3 Yes 

Taylor, Gene, 1928-1998 1-4 v. 1-3 Yes 

United States. Congress. 1, 3 v. 1-2 Yes 

Washington (D.C.) 1 v. 1-2 Yes 

 


