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KWTO (Radio Station: Springfield, Mo.). Newsletters (R0834)
Lester E. Cox Papers (C3596)
Missouri Broadcasters Association Radio Archives Collection (CA6491)

Processed by: Haley Frizzle-Green and Clayton Kempf, March 22, 2022
Historical Note:

RadiOzark Enterprises, Inc. was founded by Ralph D. Foster in the 1940s as a radio production
company located in Springfield, Missouri. RadiOzark operated out of Springfield’s KWTO
(“Keep Watching the Ozarks”) radio station, which was managed by Foster, and founded by
Lester E. Cox and C. Arthur Johnson in 1933. Si Siman was Vice President of RadiOzark, while
Cox provided financial support. RadiOzark specialized in producing fifteen-minute shows that
could be leased to other stations. These discs were known as transcriptions. The prerecorded
programs starred Bill Ring, Red Foley, Smiley Burnette, and Tennessee Ernie Ford, among
others. Eventually, more than 1,200 United States and Canadian stations aired their programs.
RadiOzark expanded Springfield’s music industry through country music, and would later go on
to rival Nashville, Tennessee. Today, KWTO is owned by Zimmer Radio of Mid-Missouri.

Ralph Donald Foster was born in St. Joseph, Missouri, on April 25, 1893. In 1926, Foster and his
business partner, Jerry Hall, set up a small radio station called KGBX in the corner of their St.
Joseph Firestone tire shop. It began as a hobby, but many local businesses sought to advertise
with them. In 1932, Foster moved the station to Springfield, Missouri. In order to increase
transmitting power for KGBX, the license of a radio station in Grant City, Missouri, was
purchased. In 1933, C. Arthur Johnson and Lester E. Cox founded KWTO (“Keep Watching the
Ozarks”), with Foster as President and General Manager. Due to regulations set by the Federal
Communication Commission (FCC), KGBX was sold in 1944. Under Foster’s management,
KWTO became the dominant station of the Ozarks. In addition to RadiOzark, Foster, along with
his colleagues Cox, Siman, and John Mahaffey, created the popular weekly television show
Ozark Jubilee (later known as Jubilee USA) in 1953. The Saturday night show was first
broadcast on Springfield’s KYTV. The program starred Red Foley as host and featured live
performances by country music artists. Ralph Foster died August 11, 1984, in Springfield,
Missouri.

Ely “Si” Siman Jr. was born in Springfield, Missouri, on January 17, 1921. As a teenager, Siman
worked at Ralph Foster’s KWTO radio station before joining the United States Navy. After
World War Il, Siman graduated from Drury College and later became vice president of
RadiOzark Enterprises, Inc. He produced multiple radio shows including Sermons in Song,
Saddle Rockin’ Rhythm, The Tennessee Ernie Ford Show, The Smiley Burnette Show, and The
Bill Ring Show. Siman became vice president of Crossroads TV Productions and co-producer of
the Ozark Jubilee. In 1954, Siman convinced Red Foley to move to Springfield, Missouri, and be
the host of the television program. Siman would also go on to publish major hit songs from
Springfield including “Always on My Mind”, which won the Country Music Association “Song
of the Year” award in 1982 and 1983. The song also won multiple Grammy awards in 1983. On
December 16, 1994, Siman died of cancer in Springfield, Missouri. He is buried in Hazelwood
Cemetery.

Arrangement:

Go to top
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The collection has been arranged into the following two series with seven subseries:

12-inch LP Records
“Strangest of All” with Frank Edwards
The Tennessee Ernie Ford Show
16-inch Transcription Records
The Bill Ring Show
The Red Foley Show
“Shorty Thompson” in Saddle-Rockin’ Rhythm
“Shorty, Sue, and Sally” Saddle-Rockin’ Rhythm
The Smiley Burnette Show

Scope and Content Note:
12-inch LP Records

This series contains 106, 12-inch, long playing phonograph records produced by RadiOzark
Enterprises, Inc. The majority of records are two-sided and play at 33 1/3 rpm (revolutions per
minute). The duration of each program is approximately 20 minutes per side. The show titles
include Strangest of All with Frank Edwards as narrator and The Tennessee Ernie Ford Show.
This series is arranged by show title and then chronologically by program.

16-inch Transcription Records

This series consists of 321, 16-inch, transcriptions records produced by RadiOzark Enterprises,
Inc. The majority of records are two-sided and play at 33 1/3 rpm (revolutions per minute). The
duration of each program is approximately 15 minutes per side. The show titles are as follows:
The Bill Ring Show, The Red Foley Show, “Shorty Thompson ” in Saddle-Rockin’ Rhythm,
“Shorty, Sue, & Sally” Saddle-Rockin’ Rhythm, and The Smiley Burnette Show. This series is
arranged by show title and then chronologically by program.

Container List:

a.d. 1-106 12-inch LP Records

Box 001 a.d.1-39 The Tennessee Ernie Ford Show
a.d. 1 Program 1-2
a.d. 2 Program 3-6
a.d. 3 Program 7-10
a.d. 4 Program 11-14
a.d.b Program 15-18
a.d. 6 Program 19-22
a.d. 7 Program 23-26
a.d. 8 Program 27-30
a.d. 9 Program 31-34
a.d. 10 Program 35-38
a.d. 11 Program 39-42
a.d. 12 Program 43-46
a.d. 13 Program 47-50
a.d. 14 Program 51-54

Go to top
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Box 002

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

Program 55-58
Program 59-62
Program 63-66
Program 67-70
Program 71-74
Program 75-78
Program 79-82
Program 83-86
Program 87-90
Program 91-94
Program 95-98
Program 99-102
Program 103-106
Program 107-110
Program 111-114
Program 115-118
Program 119-122
Program 123-126
Program 127-130
Program 131-134
Program 135-138
Program 139-142
Program 143-146
Program 147-150
Program 151-154
Program 155-158
Program 159-162
Program 163-166
Program 167-170
Program 171-174
Program 175-178
Program 179-182
Program 183-186
Program 187-190
Program 191-194
Program 195-198
Program 199-202
Program 203-206
Program 207-210
Program 211-214
Program 215-218
Program 219-222
Program 223-226
Program 227-230
Program 231-234
Program 235-238
Program 239-242
Program 243-246
Program 247-250
Program 251-254

Go to top
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a.d
ad

.65
. 66

a.d. 67-106

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
Box 003 a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

a.d. 107-427

a.d
ad
a.d
ad
ad

67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106

Program 255-258
Program 259-260

Strangest of All with Frank Edwards

Program 1-5, 6-10
Program 11-15, 16-20
Program 21-25, 26-30
Program 31-35, 36-40
Program 31-35, 36-40
Program 41-45, 46-50
Program 51-55, 56-60
Program 61-65, 66-70
Program 71-75, 76-80
Program 81-85, 86-90
Program 91-95, 96-100
Program 101-105, 106-110
Program 111-115, 116-120
Program 121-125, 126-130
Program 131-135, 136-140
Program 141-145, 146-150
Program 151-155, 156-160
Program 161-165, 166-170
Program 171-175, 176-180
Program 181-185, 186-190
Program 191-195, 196-200
Program 201-205, 206-210
Program 211-215, 216-220
Program 221-225, 226-230
Program 231-235, 236-240
Program 241-245, 246-250
Program 251-255, 256-260
Program 261-270, 271-280
Program 281-290, 291-300
Program 301-310, 311-320
Program 321-330, 331-340
Program 341-350, 351-360
Program 361-370, 371-380
Program 381-390, 391-400
Program 401-410, 411-420
Program 421-430, 431-440
Program 441-450, 451-460
Program 441-450, 451-460
Program 461-470, 471-480
Program 481-490, 491-500

16-inch Transcription Records
Box 004 a.d.107-146 The Bill Ring Show

. 107
. 108
. 109
. 110
C111

Program 1-2
Program 3-4
Program 5-6
Program 7-8
Program 9-10

Go to top
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Box 005

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

a.d

112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146

a.d. 147-224

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160

Program 11-12
Program 13-14
Program 15-16
Program 17-18
Program 19-20
Program 21-22
Program 23-24
Program 25-26
Program 27-28
Program 29-30
Program 31-32
Program 33-34
Program 35-36
Program 37-38
Program 39-40
Program 41-42
Program 43-44
Program 45-46
Program 45-46
Program 47-48
Program 49-50
Program 51-52
Program 53-54
Program 55-56
Program 57-58
Program 59-60
Program 61-62
Program 63-64
Program 65-66
Program 67-68
Program 69-70
Program 71-72
Program 73-74
Program 75-76
Program 77-78

The Red Foley Show

Program 1-2
Program 3-4
Program 5-6
Program 7-8
Program 9-10
Program 11-12
Program 13-14
Program 15-16
Program 17-18
Program 19-20
Program 21-22
Program 23-24
Program 25-26
Program 27-28

Go to top
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Box 006

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210

Program 29-30
Program 31-32
Program 33-34
Program 35-36
Program 37-38
Program 39-40
Program 41-42
Program 43-44
Program 45-46
Program 47-48
Program 49-50
Program 51-52
Program 53-54
Program 55-56
Program 57-58
Program 59-60
Program 61-62
Program 63-64
Program 65-66
Program 67-68
Program 69-70
Program 71-72
Program 73-74
Program 75-76
Program 77-78
Program 79-80
Program 81-82
Program 83-84
Program 85-86

Program 87, “AUD”

Program 89-90
Program 91-92
Program 93-94
Program 95-96
Program 97-98
Program 99-100
Program 101-102
Program 103-104
Program 105-106
Program 107-108
Program 109-110
Program 111-112
Program 113-114
Program 115-116
Program 117-118
Program 119-120
Program 121-122
Program 123-124
Program 125-126
Program 127-128

Go to top
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a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224

a.d. 225-242

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242

Box 007 a.d. 243-280

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258

Program 129-130
Program 131-132
Program 133-134
Program 135-136
Program 137-138
Program 139-140
Program 141-142
Program 143-144
Program 145-146
Program 147-148
Program 149-150
Program 151-152
Program 153-154
Program 155-156

“Shorty Thompson ” in Saddle-Rockin’ Rhythm

Program 3-4
Program 5-6
Program 7-8
Program 9-10
Program 11-12
Program 13-14
Program 15-16
Program 17-18
Program19-20
Program 21-22
Program 23-24
Program 25-26
Program 27-28
Program 29-30
Program 31-32
Program 35-36
Program 37-38
Program 39

“Shorty, Sue, and Sally ” Saddle-Rockin Rhythm

Program 1-2
Program 3-4
Program 5-6
Program 7-8
Program 9-10
Program 11-12
Program 13-14
Program 15-16
Program 17-18
Program 19-20
Program 21-22
Program 23-24
Program 25-26
Program 27-28
Program 29-30
Program 31-32

Go to top
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Box 008

a.d. 259
a.d. 260
a.d. 261
a.d. 262
a.d. 263
a.d. 264
a.d. 265
a.d. 266
a.d. 267
a.d. 268
a.d. 269
a.d. 270
a.d. 271
a.d. 272
a.d. 273
a.d. 274
a.d. 275
a.d. 276
a.d. 277
a.d. 278
a.d. 279
a.d. 280
a.d. 281-427
a.d. 281
a.d. 282
a.d. 283
a.d. 284
a.d. 285
a.d. 286
a.d. 287
a.d. 288
a.d. 289
a.d. 290
a.d. 291
a.d. 292
a.d. 293
a.d. 294
a.d. 295
a.d. 296
a.d. 297
a.d. 298
a.d. 299
a.d. 300
a.d. 301
a.d. 302
a.d. 303
a.d. 304
a.d. 305
a.d. 306
a.d. 307

Program 33-34
Program 35-36
Program 40-41
Program 40-41
Program 42-43
Program 44-45
Program 46-47
Program 48-49
Program 50-51
Program 52

Program 53-54
Program 55-56
Program 57-58
Program 59-60
Program 61, 61
Program 63-64
Program 65-66
Program 67-68
Program 69 -70
Program 71-72
Program 73-74
Program 75-76

The Smiley Burnette Show

Program 1-2
Program 3-4
Program 5-6
Program 7-8
Program 9-10
Program 11-12
Program 13-14
Program 15-16
Program 17-18
Program 19-20
Program 21-22
Program 23-24
Program 25-26
Program 27-28
Program 29-30
Program 31-32
Program 33-34
Program 35-36
Program 37-38
Program 39-40
Program 41-42
Program 43-44
Program 45-46
Program 47-48
Program 49-50
Program 51-52
Program 53-54

Go to top
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Box 009

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357

Program 55-56
Program 55-56
Program 57-58
Program 59 -60
Program 61-62
Program 63-64
Program 65-66
Program 67-68
Program 69-70
Program 71-72
Program 73-74
Program 75-76
Program 77-78
Program 79-80
Program 81-82
Program 83-84
Program 85-86
Program 87-88
Program 89-90
Program 91-92
Program 93-94
Program 95-96
Program 97-98
Program 99-100
Program 101-102
Program 103-104
Program 105-106
Program 107-108
Program 109-110
Program 111-112
Program 113-114
Program 115-116
Program 117-118
Program 119-120
Program 121-122
Program 123-124
Program 125-126
Program 127-128
Program 129-130
Program 131-132
Program 133-134
Program 135-136
Program 137-138
Program 139-140
Program 141-142
Program 143-144
Program 145-146
Program 147-148
Program 149-150
Program 151-152
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Box 010

a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.
a.d.

358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407

Program 153-154
Program 155-156
Program 157-158
Program 159-160
Program 161-162
Program 163-164
Program 165-166
Program 167-168
Program 169-170
Program 171-172
Program 173-174
Program 175-176
Program 177-178
Program 179-180
Program 181-182
Program 183-184
Program 185-186
Program 187-188
Program 189-190
Program 191-192
Program 193-194
Program 195-196
Program 197-198
Program 199-200
Program 201-202
Program 203-204
Program 205-206
Program 207-208
Program 209-210
Program 211-212
Program 213-214
Program 215-216
Program 217-218
Program 219-220
Program 221-222
Program 223-224
Program 225-226
Program 227-228
Program 229-230
Program 231-232
Program 233-234
Program 235-236
Program 237-238
Program 239-240
Program 241-242
Program 243-244
Program 245-246
Program 247-248
Program 249-250
Program 251-252
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a.d. 408 Program 253-254

a.d. 409 Program 255-256

a.d. 410 Program 257-258

a.d. 411 Program 259-260

a.d. 412 Program 261-262

a.d. 413 Program 263-264

a.d. 414 Program 265-266

a.d. 415 Program 267-268

a.d. 416 Program 269-270

a.d. 417 Program 271-272

a.d. 418 Program 273-274

a.d. 419 Program 275-276

a.d. 420 Program 277-278

a.d. 421 Program 279-280

a.d. 422 Program 281-282

a.d. 423 Program 283-284

a.d. 424 Program 285-286

a.d. 425 Program 287-288

a.d. 426 Program 289-290

a.d. 427 Program 291-292
Index:

Index Term Medium

Burnette, Smiley, 1911-1967 a.d. 281-427
Edwards, Frank, 1908-1967 a.d. 67-106
Foley, Red, 1910-1968 a.d. 147-189
Ford, Tennessee Ernie, 1919-1991 a.d. 1-39
Missouri--Radio programs a.d. 1-427
PPhonograph records a.d. 1-427
RadiOzark Enterprises, Inc. (Springfield, Mo.) a.d. 1-427
Ring, Bill, 1913-1991 a.d. 107-146
Thompson, Shorty a.d. 225-280
Thompson, Sue a.d. 243-280
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