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(SP0077) Grand Jury Proceedings, Wright County, Missouri, Circuit Court Page 2 

 

Go to top 

In August of 1954, a Wright County grand jury indicted four Wright County residents for 

illegally removing and destroying ballots from the Republican primary election on August 5, 

1952, in Hartville, Missouri. The individuals indicted for allegedly stealing Hart Township 

ballots from the county clerk’s office were M. J. Huffman, Frank Little, and E. L. Colton. The 

grand jury also indicted Chester Coday on a charge of burning the ballots. The grand jury 

proceedings occurred from August 9, 1954, to September 30, 1954. Judge Joe C. Crain presided 

over the case; the prosecutors were Garner Moody, prosecuting attorney for Wright County, and 

Julian O'Malley, assistant attorney general for the State of Missouri. 

 

On October 26, 1954, Prosecuting Attorney Garner Moody filed a motion to dismiss the 

indictments of all four men. Circuit Judge James Hawkins sustained Moody’s motion and 

dismissed the charges. Moody’s actions prompted Attorney General John Dalton to request that 

the Missouri Supreme Court oust Garner Moody as prosecuting attorney of Wright County for 

neglect and violation of official duty. On June 8, 1959, the Missouri Supreme Court declined 

Dalton’s request. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged chronologically into two folders. 

  

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection includes transcripts of grand jury proceedings from a trial held at the Wright 

County Circuit Court between August 9, 1954, through September 30, 1954. The transcripts 

were separated into two volumes. Volume one contains the grand jury proceedings held between 

August 9, 1954, to August 11, 1954. Volume two consists of the grand jury proceedings held 

between August 12, 1954, to September 30, 1954. Both volumes contain transcripts of witness 

examinations by Prosecuting Attorney Garner Moody and Assistant Attorney General Julian 

O’Malley. Volume one contains an index of witnesses. 

 

Container List: 

 

Box 001 f. 1  Grand Jury Proceedings, Volume I, August 9-August 11, 1954 

 f. 2  Grand Jury Proceedings, Volume II, August 12-September 30, 1954 

 

 

Index:  

 

Index Term Folder 

Colton, Eldridge Laverne, 1908-1968 1-2 

Crain, Joseph Clinton, 1907-1982 1-2 

Elections--Corrupt practices--Missouri 1-2 

Grand jury--Missouri 1-2 

Hartville (Mo.) 1-2 

Huffman, Marion Jesse, 1907-1983 1-2 

Little, Frank 1-2 

Missouri. Attorney General’s Office 1-2 
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Index Term Folder 

Missouri. Circuit Court, Wright County 1-2 

Moody, Garner Lee, 1923-1974 1-2 

O’Malley, Julian L., 1910-2000 1-2 

Wright County (Mo.) 1-2 

 


