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Biographical Note:  

 

Ralph Joseph “Joe” Martin was born February 3, 1908, to Ralph Samuel Martin and Charlotte 

May Patchell Martin in Tidioute, Pennsylvania. Soon after graduating from Southwest Missouri 

Teacher’s College (now Missouri State University) in Springfield, Missouri, in 1935, he married 

Dorothy Ward, and the couple had one son, Charles. Joe went on to earn a master’s degree in 

engineering from the University of Missouri. 

 

Joe directed the construction of most of Fort Leonard Wood through his service in the U. S. 

Army Corps of Engineers during World War II. He then worked as a Missouri-Arkansas 

representative of the United States Department of the Interior’s Southwest Power Administration 

office in Springfield, Missouri until the mid-1950s. Joe and Dorothy then settled in Columbia, 

Missouri, where they lived the rest their lives. Joe was still working in building engineering at 

the time of his death on February 19, 1973, at which time he was serving as building director of 

new construction at the University of Missouri on each of its four campuses.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following 5 series:  

  

History 

Cooperatives Records 

Internal Operation Records 

Statistical Records 

Maps 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

History 

 

This series contains materials related to the history of Southwest Power Administration and 

Rural Electrification Administration, including notable speeches, records of hydroelectric power 

production projects, photographs, and the history of the department itself. This series is arranged 

in alphabetical order. 

 

Cooperatives Records 

 

This series consists of materials pertaining to correspondence, events, and contracts between the 

Southwest Power Administration and local municipalities, electric cooperatives, and power 

companies. These include the standard and revised contracts, correspondence, meeting notes, 

programs, and statistical records. This series is arranged in alphabetical order.  

 

Internal Operation Records 
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This series consists of materials pertaining to internal operations of the Southwest Power 

Administration and Rural Electrification Administration. These include interoffice 

communications, congressional papers pertaining to hydroelectric operations, meeting minutes, 

daily notes, staffing records and costs, and instruction manuals. The series is arranged in 

alphabetical order. 

 

Statistical Records 

 

This series contains records used in managing and planning hydroelectric dams and rural 

electrification projects. These include census records, load data records, and construction 

statistics. The series is arranged in alphabetical order. 

 

Maps 

 

This series contains a folder with maps pertaining to electrical and hydroelectrical engineering 

projects. These include KAMO Electric Cooperative system maps, Missouri transmission lines 

maps from 1949 and 1951, review report maps with recommended plans from the Corps of 

Engineers for Kansas and Osage Rivers, and a street map of Lebanon, Missouri, included inside 

of a city information brochure. The folder is stored in the maps cabinet, and the maps are 

arranged by date.  

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-15 History 

Box 001 f. 1 A History of SPA, by the Southwest Power Administration, 1952 

 f. 2 Annual reports for hydroelectric dam projects, 1952 

 f. 3 Content for Southwest Power Administration and Rural 

Electrification Association speeches, 1949-1953, no date 

 f. 4 Douglas G. Wright speech on federal power for municipalities, 

American Public Power Administration convention 

pamphlet, 1952 

 f. 5 Earl Berry speech to Springfield, Missouri, Chamber of 

Commerce, circa 1949 

 f. 6 Electric and hydroelectric articles and newsletters, 1952-1953 

 f. 7 From KWTO: Your Buying Guide to the Greater Ozarks Empire 

Market, Broadcast Measurement Bureau report, 1949 

 f. 8 Iron and steel company proposal on Missouri-Arkansas border, 

1949 

 f. 9 Photographs with related articles and papers, 1951-1952, no date 

 f. 10 Pick-Sloan Plan in Missouri River Basin, by the U. S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, 1951 

 f. 11 Press releases, articles and newspaper correspondence, 1952 

 f. 12 Southwest Power Administration press releases, 1952, no date 

 f. 13 Springfield, Missouri, plan for civil defense and civilian relief, 

1953 

 f. 14 Table Rock Dam groundbreaking ceremonies and 

correspondence, 1951-1952 

 f. 15 U. S. Department of the Interior Southwest Power 

Administration transcribed speeches, 1952-1953 

f. 16-61 Cooperatives Records 
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 f. 16 Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation contracts, Boyd 

Tackett comments on SPA legality, no date 

 f. 17 Black River Electric Cooperative load data and estimates, 1952-

1953 

 f. 18 Blank SPA Agreement contracts, drafts, 1953 

 f. 19 Branson, Missouri, correspondence, 1952-1953 

 f. 20 Brazos Electric Power Cooperative and Whitney Dam contract, 

1953 

 f. 21 Campbell, Missouri, correspondence and contracts, 1952-1953 

 f. 22 Carthage, Missouri, correspondence, load data, and 

informational pamphlets, 1951-1953, no date 

 f. 23 Central Electric Power Cooperative annual reports, civil suit, 

correspondence, and contracts, 1952-1954 

 f. 24 Central Electric Power Cooperative contracts, 1950-1953 

 f. 25 City Utilities of Springfield, Missouri, reports and 

correspondence, 1946-1955, no date 

 f. 26 Fulton, Missouri, correspondence and contract, 1953 

 f. 27 Hermann, Missouri, correspondence and contracts, 1951-1954 

 f. 28 Houston, Missouri, correspondence, 1952 

 f. 29 KAMO Electric Cooperative correspondence and contracts, 

1950-1954 

 f. 30 Lamar, Missouri, correspondence and contracts, 1951-1952 

 f. 31 Lebanon, Missouri, correspondence and notes, 1952-1953 

 f. 32 Little Rock, Arkansas, and Lockwood, Missouri, correspondence 

and reports, 1951 

 f. 33 Little Rock, Arkansas, correspondence, 1952 

 f. 34 Lockwood, Missouri, minutes, correspondence, and contracts, 

1951-1953 

 f. 35 M&A Electric Power Cooperative correspondence and contracts, 

1951-1954 

 f. 36 M&A Electric Power Cooperative Information Bulletin 

periodical reports, 1952-1953 

 f. 37 Malden, Missouri, correspondence and contract, 1953 

 f. 38 Missouri School for the Deaf correspondence, contracts, and 

records, 1946-1953 

 f. 39 Missouri State Rural Electrification Association correspondence, 

newsletters, programs, and reports, 1951-1952, no date 

Box 002 f. 40 Missouri State Rural Electrification Association local annual 

programs, newsletters, and reports, 1952 

 f. 41 N.W. Electric Power Cooperative correspondence and contracts, 

1951-1954 

 f. 42 Poplar Bluff, Missouri, correspondence and contracts, 1950-

1954 

 f. 43 Regional electric cooperatives correspondence and 

communications, 1952 

 f. 44 Regional electric cooperatives meeting reports, 1952 

 f. 45 Regional electric cooperatives programs and reports, 1952, no 

date 

 f. 46 Scott-New Madrid-Mississippi Electric Cooperatives special 

meeting notice, Sikeston, Missouri, 1953 
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 f. 47 Sho-Me Power Corporation correspondence and contracts, 1949-

1954 

 f. 48 Sikeston, Missouri, correspondence and contracts, 1953-1954 

 f. 49 Southwest Power Association and Rural Electrification 

Association regional correspondence and contracts, 1953-

1954 

 f. 50 Southwest Power Association correspondence with Missouri 

municipalities and meeting programs, 1952-1954 

 f. 51 Springfield, Missouri, Chamber of Commerce meeting minutes, 

correspondence, and “Selling Points,” 1952-1953 

 f. 52 Springfield, Missouri, contracts, 1949-1954 

 f. 53 Slater, Missouri, correspondence, 1951-1952 

 f. 54 Thayer, Missouri, correspondence, 1952-1953 

 f. 55 Tulsa, Oklahoma, correspondence, 1951 

 f. 56 Tulsa, Oklahoma, correspondence, 1952 

 f. 57 Union Electric Meramec Plant pamphlet, no date; Missouri 

Association of Municipal Utilities conference program, 1954 

 f. 58 University of Missouri correspondence and contract, 1953 

 f. 59 Veterans Administration Hospital, Springfield, Missouri, 

contracts, 1953 

 f. 60 West Plains, Missouri, correspondence and contracts, 1952-1954 

 f. 61 Western Farmers Electric Cooperative and Canadian Valley 

Electric Cooperative contracts, 1953 

f. 62-91 Internal Operation Records 

 f. 62 8th Congress, First Session United States Senate, HR4828, 

Department of the Interior Appropriations Act, 1953 

 f. 63 Annual Report of Activities, Southwest Power Administration, 

1952 

 f. 64 Assembly manual and diagrams for electrical engineering 

machinery, 1946-1949 

 f. 65 Boondoggling Apprenticeship Certificate for R. J. Martin, 1951 

 f. 66 Conference Report on Electric Power in Arkansas, Arkansas 

Public Service Commission, 1951 

 f. 67 Frequent-used Southwest Power Administration forms, no date 

 f. 68 General Services Administration policies, form, and 

correspondence, 1952-1953 

 f. 69 Missouri transmission lines reports and calculations, 1952-1953, 

no date 

 f. 70 National Rural Electric Cooperative Association retirement and 

insurance benefits manuals, 1952, no date 

 f. 71 Policy and staff meeting minutes, notes, and correspondence, 

1953-1954 

 f. 72 Recordak Corporation microfilming product book and 

correspondence, 1952, no date 

Box 003 f. 73 R. J. Martin daily work notes, 1951-1953 

 f. 74 Rural Electrification Administration administrative policies 

manual, 1950 

 f. 75 Rural Electrification Association correspondence and annual 

meeting programs, 1953 
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 f. 76 Southwest Power Administration Advisory Committee meeting 

minutes and notes, 1953 

 f. 77 Southwest Power Administration and Rural Electrification 

Administration data and information releases, 1950-1952 

 f. 78 Southwest Power Administration Commercial Specialist role 

duties assessment guidelines, 1953 

 f. 79 Southwest Power Administration Cooperative Action Team 

from Muenster, Germany, in Springfield, Missouri, 1952 

 f. 80 Southwest Power Administration correspondence, 1952-1953 

 f. 81 Southwest Power Administration correspondence, policies, and 

reports, 1952-1954, no date 

 f. 82 Southwest Power Administration cost analysis and power 

marketing, 1951-1952 

 f. 83 Southwest Power Administration division plans and cost 

allocations, 1952-1953 

 f. 84 Southwest Power Administration Interconnected Systems 

Committee meeting minutes, 1951-1952 

 f. 85 Southwest Power Administration meeting reports and 

correspondence, 1953-1954 

 f. 86 Southwest Power Administration office correspondence, 1952-

1953 

 f. 87 Southwest Power Administration Power Advisory Committee 

meeting minutes and agreement, 1951-1952 

 f. 88 Southwest Power Administration staff charts, 1953 

 f. 89 Southwest Power Administration staff meeting minutes and 

correspondence, 1952-1953 

 f. 90 Southwest Power Administration Tulsa, Oklahoma, wage rates, 

1952-1953 

 f. 91 Transmission Line Manual: Physical Design Considerations, 

United States Department of Agricultural Rural 

Electrification Administration, 1950 

f. 92-103 Statistical Records 

 f. 92 Energy load data and estimates, 1952-1953 

 f. 93 Federal Power Load Data reports, 1951-1952 

 f. 94 Fiscal year correspondence and construction statistics, 1951-

1952 

 f. 95 Load data and correspondence, 1951 

 f. 96 Load data regional calculations and population notes, 1950-1953 

 f. 97 Load data reports in Missouri, 1952-1953 

 f. 98 Missouri 1950 Census report, 1951 

 f. 99 Missouri electric cooperatives power rates, 1948-1951, no date 

 f. 100 R. J. Martin Southwest Power Administration load data notes, 

correspondence, and per diem records, 1952-1954 

 f. 101 Southwest Power Administration comparative costs and revenue 

reports, 1951-1953 

 f. 102 Southwest Power Administration Power Load Study, 1950; 

Power Load calculations, 1953 

 f. 103 Southwest Power Administration schedules, statistical records, 

proposals, correspondence, and manual, 1947-1951 

f. 104 Maps 
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Map 

Cabinet, 

Drawer 6 

f. 104 Maps, 1947-1952 

 

Index:  
 

Index Terms Folder Image 

Alley Spring Mill (Eminence, Mo.) 9 Yes 

American Public Power Association 4  

Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation 16  

Arkansas Gazette 11  

Atchison County (Mo.) 45  

Atchison-Holt Electric Cooperative 45  

Barry County (Mo.) 104  

Barton County (Mo.) 30, 39, 43, 99, 

104 

 

Barton County Electric Cooperative 39, 43  

Bates County (Mo.) 104  

Berry, Earl Paul, 1904-1997 3-5, 15, 33, 43, 

49 

 

Big Spring (Van Buren, Mo.) 9 Yes 

Black River Electric Cooperative 17  

Black River Valley Iron and Steel Company 8  

Blair Creek (Ark.) 3  

Bolivar (Mo.) 43  

Branson (Mo.) 14, 19, 43, 56  

Brazos Electric Power Cooperative 20  

Broadcast Measurement Bureau 7  

Bull Shoals Dam 2, 9, 11-12, 14, 

48 

Yes 

Bull Shoals Gazette 11  

Bull Shoals Lake 2  

Burnham, Walter C. 3  

Butler County (Mo.) 42, 49  

Calloway County (Mo.) 26, 99  

Calloway Electric Cooperative 99  

Campbell (Mo.) 21  

Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative 61  

Carter County (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Carthage (Mo.) 22, 49  

Cass County (Mo.) 104  

Cassilly, Philip J. 15, 49, 55  
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Index Terms Folder Image 

Cedar County (Mo.) 43, 50, 104  

Central Electric Power Cooperative 9, 23-24 Yes 

Central Missouri Electric Cooperative 45  

Christian County (Mo.) 104  

Clay County (Mo.) 99, 104  

Clifty Creek (Dixon, Mo.) 9 Yes 

Crawford County (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Dade County (Mo.) 34, 104  

Daily News-Digest (Springfield, Mo.) 11  

Davis, Robert A. 15  

Denison (Tex.) 2  

Denison Dam 2, 12  

Doniphan (Ark.) 3  

Dunklin County (Mo.) 21, 37  

El Dorado Springs (Mo.) 43, 50  

Elephant Rocks (Graniteville, Mo.) 9 Yes 

Empire District Electric Cooperative 99  

Fayette (Mo.) 50  

Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950 13  

Fordland (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Fulton (Mo.) 26  

Gasconade County (Mo.) 27, 49, 104  

Grand Gulf (Thayer, Mo.) 9 Yes 

Greene County (Mo.) 3, 5, 9, 13, 104 Yes 

Heinkel, Fred 9 Yes 

Henry County (Mo.) 12, 104  

Hermann (Mo.) 27, 49  

Houston (Mo.) 28  

Howard County (Mo.) 50  

Howell County (Mo.) 60  

Iron County (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Jackson, Henry M., 1912-1983 15  

James River (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Jasper County (Mo.) 22, 49, 104  

KAMO Electric Cooperative 29, 49, 104  

Laclede County (Mo.) 31, 99, 104  

Laclede Electric Cooperative 99  

Lake Greeson (Ark.) 2  

Lake Norfork 2-3, 6  

Lake Texoma 2  
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Index Terms Folder Image 

Lamar (Mo.) 30, 39, 99  

Lamar Water and Electric Company 99  

Lawrence County (Mo.) 43, 104  

Lebanon (Mo.) 31, 99, 104  

Linn (Mo.) 39  

Little Rock (Ark.) 3, 15, 32, 44  

Lockwood (Mo.) 34  

Louisiana Electric Cooperative 45  

M & A Electric Cooperative 35-36, 50  

Malden (Mo.) 37  

Martin, Ralph Joseph “Joe,” 1908-1973 1-104 
 

Missouri Association of Municipal Utilities 4, 50, 57  

Missouri School for the Deaf (Springfield, Mo.) 38  

Missouri State Rural Electrification Association 40, 49  

Missouri--Franklin County--Elm Spring Hill 9 Yes 

Mount Vernon (Mo.) 43  

Muskogee (Okla.) 15  

N. W. Electric Power Cooperative 41  

Narrows Dam (Ark.) 2, 12  

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 15, 39, 44, 70  

New Madrid (Mo.) 50  

Newton County (Mo.) 104  

Norfork Dam (Ark.) 2-3, 6, 12, 14, 49  

North Arkansas Electric Cooperative 49  

O’Reilly General Hospital (Springfield, Mo.) 49  

Oregon County (Mo.) 9, 54 Yes 

Osage County (Mo.) 39, 104  

Ozark Border Electric Cooperative 50  

Ozark Electric Cooperative 43, 50  

Pettis County (Mo.) 45  

Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Program 10  

Platte County (Mo.) 99  

Platte-Clay Electric Cooperative 99  

Polk County (Mo.) 43, 104  

Poplar Bluff (Mo.) 42, 49  

Portuguese Point (Waynesville, Mo.) 9 Yes 

Pulaski County (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Recordak Corporation 72  

Rock Port (Mo.) 45  

Round Spring (Eminence, Mo.) 9 Yes 
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Index Terms Folder Image 

Rural Electric Missourian 11  

Rural Electrification Administration 3, 6, 11, 15, 39, 

43, 45, 49-50, 

74-75, 77, 99 

 

Sac Osage Electric Cooperative 43  

Saint Clair County (Mo.) 104  

Saint Louis (Mo.) 4, 50  

Saline County (Mo.) 53  

Scott County (Mo.) 46, 48  

Scott-New Madrid--Mississippi Electric Cooperative 46  

Sedalia (Mo.) 45  

Shannon County (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Sho-Me Power Corporation 47, 99  

Short, Dewey Jackson, 1898-1979 6  

Sikeston (Mo.) 46, 48  

Slater (Mo.) 53  

Southeast Missouri Cooperative 50  

Southwest Electric Cooperative 43  

Springfield (Mo.) 3, 5, 9, 13, 25, 

38-39, 49, 51-

52, 79, 86, 99 

Yes 

Springfield Leader & Press (Springfield, Mo.) 11, 14  

St. Louis Post Dispatch (St. Louis, Mo.) 9, 11 Yes 

Steelville (Mo.) 9 Yes 

Stone County (Mo.) 6, 104  

Table Rock Dam (Mo.) 6, 11, 14  

Table Rock Lake (Mo.) 6  

Taney County (Mo.) 6, 11, 14, 43, 56, 

104 

 

Texas County (Mo.) 28  

Thayer (Mo.) 9, 54 Yes 

The Ozarks Mountaineer 6  

Three Rivers Electric Cooperative 39  

Tulsa (Okla.) 1-2, 14, 49, 55-

56, 90 

 

Union Electric Company of Missouri 57, 99  

United States--Southwest Power Administration 1-104  

University of Missouri 9, 58 Yes 

Veterans Administration Hospital (Springfield, Mo.) 59  

Webster County (Mo.) 9 Yes 

West Plains (Mo.) 60  
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West-Central Electric Cooperative 43  

Western Farmers Electric Cooperative 61  

White River Valley Electric Cooperative 43, 49  

Wright, Douglas G., 1907-1991 3-4, 9, 14-15, 

47, 49, 56 

Yes 

 


